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which we are citizens, there need be no fear that 
freedom, or democracy, or righteousness, or any other 
leality can be crushed out of the world by force! All 
the precious things have won their victories, at the 
hands of the few, or by small minorities, and in spite 
of violence. Indeed up to the verge of this war "Prus- 
sianism" itself stood at bay; silent forces were working 
to make it presently impossible. Whereas today, since 
the fears and suspicions of war have been stirred, you 
see exhibited in every so-called democratic nation, as in 
our own now, the revival of the ugly inhumanities, the 
arrogance of power and wealth, the chauvinism, the in- 
tolerance of opposition and of minorities, the want of 
faith in spiritual methods, the will to persecute non- 
conforming minorities — in short the old arch-enemy in 
everyone of us, the ugly barbarian, the only real "enemy" 
of man. What can we say about the "Emancipation of 
the world" by force, in the face of the recent race riots 
in Memphis and Bast St. Louis! The mischief is that 
each new relapse into the anarchy of war (and I mean 
here the temper and atmosphere of war) gives this 
barbarian in us a new lease of life. Life is the victor 
in the end; the laws of man's march upward are still 
with us ; the spiritual forces cannot be defeated ; but an 
org}' of any sort is costly, the more costly in proportion 
to the sense that we have of its horrible character. 

Meantime, the old types of religion have proved too 
feeble for the needs of the world. We must take a 
fresh grip on religion and get nearer to its roots. I 
suspect we must also reorganize our. peace societies to 
match a veritable religion. This religion will insist 
upon being used, and no longer set aside, just when 
religion is most needed, namely, in times of special 
temptation from unworthy fears and self-interest and 
the clamor of majorities. One may almost envy the 
younger men in the chance of living to see the better 
time ! 



TWO LETTERS 

By LEROY ARNOLD 

'Look here,, upon this picture, and on this.' 

I. 

July 4, 1987. 
My Dear Son: On this day, consecrated to patriot- 
ism, it would not seem inappropriate to review our 
chief cause for national thanksgiving. You cannot re- 
member, but I can as clearly as though it were yester- 
day, that day seventeen years ago when the German 
Empire capitulated. You cannot remember the relief 
to our people after the long tension. You have read 
in your history of that epoch-making drive of the Allies, 
in the air, as well as on land and sea, which caused the 
militaristic government of the Teutons to collapse like 
a house of cards, and you know how prosperous the sub- 
sequent republic of Germany has proved, but you can- 
not realize the sacrifices which the American people 
cheerfully made in order to bring about that glorious 
result. If it had not been for yourself and your baby 
sister, I probably would have gone to the trenches of 
France. Your uncles went, and so did some of my 
best friends — and they did not all return. But the 
heartache and the loss of life and property — all were 



worth while. When I consider that you live in a world 
unarmed, except for the minimum of armament al- 
lotted each nation for police protection — and that your 
children and your children's children will enjoy the 
fruits of democracy in a world-wide peace and pros- 
perity — then that brief but bloody struggle seems worth 
all its cost. Let us not forget, however, the price paid 
by those loyal patriots who gave all that we might live. 
Praise be to God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Your loving FATHER. 

II. 

July 4, 1937. 

Dear Son : I hope you have kept up the practice of 
writing and reading I taught you, and that you will 
understand what I am writing now. Remember that 
because no one else writes and reads nowadays is no 
reason for your discontinuing the habit. The same is 
true of your personal cleanliness and the sanitation of 
your trench. Cleave to cleanliness, in spite of the ridi- 
cule of your mates. The military scientists have again 
attacked our city. As a result, poisoned water and 
germ-laden air have depopulated the entire community. 
I have survived, but I was wounded yesterday in trying 
to save your mother. They cut off my leg. I am grow- 
ing weak. This is probably my last message to you. 
Don't think me a foolish old man, always praising the 
good days of the past, when I remind you of that now 
unbelievable era of goodfellowship at the beginning of 
the century, before the beginning of this world war. 
Strange as it sounds, I have seen good resulting from 
government. Then everyone trusted, loved, served his 
nation, and all of the peoples of the earth, each aroused 
by the noblest of purposes, went forth to battle. Soon^ 
as you know, factions sprang up within factions, all 
governments grew tyrannical, suspicions and hatreds 
flourished, and finally military autocracy was hoist with 
its own petard. Now anarchy supplants absolutism, 
and lawlessness seems the natural substitute for law. 
Certainly that is inevitable in this time of universal 
war. War is destruction, and the more agencies of de- 
struction let loose the better — disease germs, rapine, 
torture, what not — so long as the result is devastation. 
But I am sorry that the family relation is disappearing. 
I have an old fashioned idea that you should know 
your own children and care for them. True, you retort, 
the world must be populated. Under present condi- 
tions, you are justified in hoarding everything you can 
lay your hands on. I am beginning to learn the truth 
of the aphorisms: might makes right, and self-preser- 
vation is the first law of nature. As I write, new fires 
are breaking out, and the air is black with smoke and 
foul with gases; I do not know which of our many 
enemies are bombarding our city. It does not matter. 
I must crawl into my cave. If they find me, they will 
lose no time in butchering me, as it has become the 
universal custom to kill the old and the wounded. Per- 
haps that is best. Yesterday — I must tell you — they 
dragged away your mother, a captive. Her shrieks 
still ring in my ears. Doubtless this will arouse your 
anger, but doubtless, too, you and your comrades have 
committed similar acts. 

Sometimes I think that God has given up this earth 
as a bad job, and will try to work out his scheme of 
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salvation on some other planets; then, again, I am 
animated by the hope of the Christians — you remember 
Christianity, don't you? The German Kaiser was a 
Christian, and that is what we all called ourselves once — 
the hope that some time we shall have peace on earth 
and good will toward men. Don't forget 

YOTJK FATHER. 

Note made July 4, 1923. — The above letters were 
really written some five years ago, and, as subsequent 
events have demonstrated, both are obviously fiction. 
The pendulum is not swinging to either extreme of 
peace or war, chronicled above; and the result will 
doubtless be, as it always has been, a compromise. 

Progress is not a flying torch bearer. • It is measured 
by the slowly shifting sands of time. 



BRIEF PEACE NOTES 

. . . Within the last year and a half the American 
Peace Society has lost by death two members of the 
same family who were high-minded internationalists 
and the firm friends of this Society and of its late Sec- 
retary, Dr. Trueblood. These are Prof. Torild W. Ar- 
noldson, of the University of Utah, and his father, K. P. 
Arnoldson, a member of the Swedish Parliament, a dis- 
tinguished scholar, and one of the winners of the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1908. The father, in 1908, shared his 
great honor with a life-long friend and co-worker, Fred- 
rik Bajer, of Denmark. On the occasion of his death, 
in February of last year, Fredsfanan, the organ of the 
Swedish Peace Society, devoted considerable space to 
the portrait of Dr. Arnoldson and to an eloquent appre- 
ciation of his work in behalf of peace, both as one of 
the organizers of the Society and in his later years. 
His son, Professor Arnoldson, contributed on several 
occasions to the columns of the Advocate of Peace, 
and rendered frequent and able assistance to Secretary 
Trueblood in his capacity as editor of the magazine. 

... "A great and fundamental idea" is the opinion 
recently expressed by Thomas Nelson Page, American 
Ambassador to Italy, in reviewing the proposal of David 
Lubin, American Delegate to the International Institute 
of Agriculture of Eome, for future international organ- 
ization. This plan, in brief, recommends the assembling 
of the forces of democracy among all peoples, and their 
coordination and organization into an international fed- 
eration of democracies controlled by a written constitu- 
tion. Mr. Lubin has also received favorable and en- 
couraging comment upon this plan from Premier Bo- 
selli, of Italy; ex-Premier Luzzati, and the Ambassa- 
dors to Italy from Russia and Great Britain. 

... In the issue for May of La Paix par le Droit, the 
editor, M. Th. Ruyssen, has published an article on 
"The Evolution of American Pacifism," in which he 
takes pains to construe fairly the changing attitude 
towards war with Germany, as shown in the recorded 
views of the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace and in the Advocate of Peace. He finds much 
commendation for the action of the American Peace 
Society, as presaged in the editorial in this magazine for 
April, entitled "We Must Trust the Government," and 
as confirmed in our May issue. In consideration of the 



attitude of these two organizations, he writes : "Thus is 
achieved, despite militaristic Pan Germanism, the co- 
ordination of all those who desire peace, even those to 
whom the alliance of right and might is most repugnant. 
When will they understand, in Berlin and in Vienna, 
the true significance of such a movement as this ?" 

. . . "The American occupation has accomplished many 
things for the good and prosperity of Haiti," writes 
Consul John B. Terres, in a supplement to the United 
States Commerce Reports, dated May 14, 1917. It has 
had the definite result, apparently, of increasing the im- 
ports of that island from this country 130 per cent, or 
$4,968,392, in one year. "It has given employment to 
the idle laboring class," he adds, "enabling them to ob- 
tain a livelihood. It has led to great improvement in 
the mode of transportation, which is essential. The 
people are entirely satisfied with their treatment during 
the occupation and appreciate the utilities introduced 
into all the cities and different sections of the island." 

. . . Four German pacifist organizations, the German 
Peace Society, the League of the New Fatherland, the 
National Women's Committee for a Durable Peace, and 
the Central Organization for the Rights of Peoples, ad- 
dressed recently to the Reichstag a petition demanding, 
in view of the situation caused by the Russian revolu- 
tion, (1) that Germany declare itself ready to conclude 
a peace with Russia on condition that the rights of Ger- 
mans in Russia be guaranteed in the same manner as 
those of other nationals within Russian borders; (2) 
that the government declare itself willing to complete 
the offer of peace to Russia of December 12, statins the 
sanctions it will advocate for a durable peace; (3) that 
the Reichstag declare for an international organization 
to maintain peace (a pacific alliance of all nations), and 
for the limitation of armaments, and (4) that the Reich 
stag declare itself ready to establish a foreign policy, 
based on the experiences of this war, which shall avoid 
the obstacles at present standing in the way of interna- 
tional harmony and cooperation. 

. . . An appeal to country churches has been issued by 
the Commission on Church and Country Life of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
in which is urged the necessity of presenting to rural 
attendants the needs of the nation at nresent. The 
farmers, says the bulletin, must be shown the necessity 
of an increased food supply and of the elimination of 
waste in field and home. They are to be urged to co- 
operate with Farm Bureaus, Agricultural Colleges, and 
the Government. Emergency labor is to be instructed 
and given material, as well as spiritual, guidance. Co- 
operative enterprises are to be encouraged. Lastly, the 
farmer is to be urged, if necessity demands it, to give 
his sons freely to the Army and Navy. 

. . . Speaking in general of the "strong-arm" attitude 
towards Mexico still lingering in this country, and in 
particular of a recent article by ex-Senator Beveridge 
in Collier's Weekly, the editor of The Mexican Review 
(Washington, D. C.) says: 

If the author of the article in question were as well 
posted regarding his subject as a man is bound to be who 
assumes to speak with authority, he ' would have known 
. . . that what he declares the United States would do 
is already being done, and done quietly and without osten- 



